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July 7,.1975

MIDDLE EAST--AID LEVELS

Q: What kind of aid commitments to the Middle East have you
made and what recommendations do you plan to make to the -
Hill regarding both Egypt and Israel, especially taking into
account the letter signed by 76 Senators in May urging
substantial aid for Israel? . |

A: No final decisions on aid for the Middle East will be made

until our general reassessment has been concluded. We

will send our recommendations to Congress in due course,

The subject of aid has c§me up in my talks with Middle Eé.st

- leaders and 1 ‘reaffirmedbur interest in continuing U. S..
support for economic dev‘élo'pmen_t and p'rl'ogre‘ss in the area.
We will be discussing the question of aid to Middle East

_ countries_further through diplomatic channels,
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July 9, 1975

MIDDLE EAST -- POLICY REASSESSMENT

Q: When will the policy reassessment be terminated? Will there
be a US plan? Are you planning any other personal meetings
with Mid-East officials?

A . I am not prepared at this point to give you a specific
time for the conclusion of our reassessment process. In due
course I will be making US positions known, but final decisions

- as a result of our reassessment have not yet been made.
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July 9, 1975

MIDDLE EAST -- INTERIM AGREEMENT

How close are Egypt and Israel to an interim agreem'ent on
the Sinai front? What is the reason for the reported delay

by the Israeli Government in establishing its position? If

no interim agreement is possible, is the next step Geneva,
and have we discussed this with the Soviets?

We are continuing diplomatic exchanges with the parties .
to determine the prospects for agreement, There must be

movement towards a settlement. If not, there will inevitably |

be a drift toward war, with disastrous consequences. Our

~interests in the Middle East, including our commitment to

Israel's survivail, are best served by a peaceful settlement,

We believe that it is the responsibility of all parties involved

- to ensure that the momentum of the negotiating process is
| ~ maintained, and are determined to prevént stagnation or

‘ stalémate.

As foif Geneva, we regard the Corifere_hce to be an important
part of thé peacemaking process. We would naturally consult

with the Soviet Union as co-Chairman of the Conference on any

plans to reconvene.

-~
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: July 9, 1975

 EUROPEAN DEFENSE

Why, 30 years after World War II, does the US still have
more than a quarter of a million soldiers in Furope? Are
they really necessary? Why can't the Europeans do more
for their own defense? :

‘A strong and self-confident NATO Alliance remains the

cornerstone of our overall defense strategy. In my recent

remarks to the NATO leaders in Brussels, I reemphasized

the need for all ofﬁé to maintain our force levels and to
increase ‘clnu‘r militafy effectivenesé through rationalizing
our-‘ collective &efense.

The US contribution is only a fraction of total alliance
forces., Qur European Allies contribute hea_vﬂy to NATO
défense and we continually encourage them to maintain their
current force levels despite the increased ec‘onomic pressure
we all fa;:e.

We also sponsor and encourage efforts within NATO to
achié‘ve’ greateﬁ military capability from exiéting resources
throﬁgh stahdardization of etiuipmeﬁt, convérsion of support

forces to combat strength, and other means, Our objective is

to obtain the greatest defense capability from the considerable

military inirestments all the NATO members are making in

Europe,

P
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July 9, 1975

U. S. ROLE INrLAQS' '

Q:  What is the U. S. ‘role going to be in this new situation in
Laos? Will we continue to provide aid? Will we terrninate
diplomatic relations? 1s Ambassador-designate Stone still
going to go to Vientiane? ‘ ¥

Az As you know, there has been éonsiderable pressu‘re‘ on our
Embassy in Vientiane including haraésment of our personnel.
We ére prepared to maintain diploniatic relatioﬁs with
Laos as long #s we are assured that our Mission.can oﬁerate
safely and effectively. We Have the situation th.‘ere unaei'
constant review.
We have terminated our military and economic aid migsions
and have withdrawn all personnel who served kin them. Our

future aid relationship with Laos is under review.

Ambassador-designate Stone is currently on leave here in

the United States.

(FYI - We are keeping Ambassador-designate Galen Stone here
indefinitely, until we get a better reading on our long range
relationship with Laos.) ' ‘
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| DETENTE |
Q: Mr, President, in light of re‘cént eventé on the internatioha.l scenle,
notable in Vietnam, Portugal and the Middle East, how do you see our
relations with the Soviet Union developing? Are US-Soviet relations
~ entering a cooling period? ' ‘ '
A: From the outset of my Administration, I have stressed my commifmént, .
to wo'»rking‘for improved relations with the Soviet Union in the interests of
world peace. The effort to achieve a more constructive relationship with
the USSR expresses the (:oni:inuing desire of the vast majority of the American
people for easing international tensions and reducing the chances of wér while
at the same time safeguarding our vital interests and ‘our' security, Such an
improved relationship b#sed on strict reci'pr_oclity'is .in .our real national
interest, |
I have observed that during this process, we have had no illusions. We
know that we are dealing with a nation that reflects different principles and
is our competitor in many parts of the globe. | |
- However, through a co'mbination. of fifmness.and flexibility, the United
States has in-recgnt years la.i‘d the basis of 2 more reliable i-elé.tionship based
on mutual interest and mutual reétraint. | bnly last Névember, at Vladivostok,
General Secretary Brezhnev and I feaffirmed the determination of the United
Stafes and the Soviet Union to develop our relations fu.fther and‘to confinuel
the 'searéh for ‘peace. I believe the prospects fof further improvements in

US-USSR relations -- taking into account recent international developments -- .

remain good.
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. US-GREEK BASES NEGOTIATIONS ‘

Q: Mr. President, the second round in the US~Greek bases negotiations
was held in Athens April 7-29, According to the joint communique
issued at the close of the session, we agreed to Greek requests to
close Athenai Air Force Base near Athens and terminate homeporting.
How does this affect our security commitments in the Eastern Medi-
terranean? ‘ :
A: Our current discussions with the Greek Government on bilateral
defense issues are being conducted in a spirit of cooperation and cordiality
reflecting our longstanding relatioﬁship with that country. We are satisfied
with the steps being taken as a result of the second round of talks. They
were mutually agreed upon and insure the continued viability and strength
of security arrangements in the Eastern Mediterranean. Prime Minjster

Caramanlis and I had a very cordial and useful review of this issue duing

our recent talks in Brussels.‘
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NUCLEAR-POWERED CRUISER

Why did you ask the Congress for funds to build a nuclear- -
powered cruiser, particularly since both the Department
of Defense and the Oiffice of Management and Budget

reportedly recommended against this?

Thé Dep’artment of Defense plans for its future cruiser fleet
have alwa&s includéd‘nucleaf-powered ships. The request
for funds ;:'elates to long lead components :Eof the first of
the nucle‘ar-powé.red cruisers. Because of demand for

nuclear-powered components, the lead time is longer than

for conventional ships.

e s T

My decision relates to the long lead time items for this

particular ship.
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SALT

What is the status of the SALT negotia.tions? Are you still optimistic
about conclusion of a new SALT agreement? :

The formal SALT negotiations resumed in Geneva on July 2.

We are making progress toward a new SALT agreement based on the

outlines agreed at Vliadivostok in December. There are a number of

technical problems which remain to be resolved,

As you know, SALT was one of the topics which Secretary Kissinger
has been discussing with Soviet Fereign Minister Gromyko during
their meetings this week in Geneva. I am confident we will be able to

find solutions to the outstanding problems.

-
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MBFR PROGRESS

The MBFR negotiations have been going on for over a year and a
half now and appear to be stalemated. We have heard reports that
the US intends to offer to reduce some of its tactical nuclear forces
in Europe in an effort to get the talks moving, Do you plan to make
such an offer? Is there any reason to think this would move the talks
forward? Could some reductions be made while the talks continue?

We have kndwn frorn the start thét these negotiatiohs would be very
complex and difficult, and that we should not expect quick results. -

The issues being addressed in the MBFR talks go- to the very heart S
of the structure of Eﬁropean security and affect the vifal interéét.:sv--;:j._

of some 19 participating countries.

The discussiorxé have been treated seriously éo far and neither side :
~ has used tﬁem as.a propaganda forum, I éfaid at the recém: NATd
éu:m.tnit that NATO should be prepared to take appropriate initiatives
in these‘ negotiations if that will help us ‘Iﬁeet our objectives.‘ But the
Swie# Union and its allies shéuld ja.lso Be .prepared‘ to Wark in good
faith on the common objectives both sidés should be seeking --

~undiminished security for all but at a lower level of forces.

We remain optimistic that the talks ultimately can achieve a successful
result, Until that time, there will be no US troop withdrawals from
Europe. The level of US forces durrently in Europe should be no lower

given the th‘reat‘present‘ly posed by the other side.
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NUCLEAR WEAPONS EMPLOYMENT POLICY

| Would you clarify the United States' pohcy on the employme nt
of nuclear weapons ?

The United States develops and deploys nuclear weapons for |

one reason -~ to deter attack, Ifde‘terrencef fails our

- nuclear forces provide the ultimate guarantee that our

conventional forces will not be overwhelmed. I believe the
debate of the past three weeks has made clear the distinction

between ''first strike'' and 'first use.'" The United States’

_position on both first strike and first use has remained

essentially unchanged for many years. It has served us

well and there is no plan for any fundamental change in our

doctrine.
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